5 BIBLE DADS AND HOW THEY DID IT
I.  UNDERSTANDING & REFINING YOUR FATHERING – 
     “He who fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for his children it will be a refuge.”-  Proverbs 14:26

    A. The Father’s role is CRUCIAL for every family.  (Duet. 6:4-7; Eph. 6:4)
         1. He is to LEAD his family spiritually by taking responsibility for his children’s LEARNING 

   and GROWING in the LORD. It needs to be a PRIORITY.
         2. Remember: No dad is PERFECT  and there is always room for IMPROVEMENT.
II. FIVE EXAMPLES OF FATHERING GOD’S WAY – 
     #1 - JOSEPH - the earthly father of Jesus Christ.

“So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until 

the death of Herod.”       - Matthew 2:13 – 15
He PROTECTS his children from harm and OBEYS the commands of the LORD.
     #2 – The GIVING father in Matthew 7.

“Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”       Matthew 2:13 – 15
He graciously PROVIDES for his family’s needs.

     #3 – The DISCIPLINING father in Hebrews 12.
“Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. ….. 
Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best..”      – Hebrews 12:9,10
He LOVINGLY teaches his children right from wrong.
     #4 – Job – The INTERCEDING  father.
“In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. He had seven sons and three daughters, …. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom.”   
- Job 1:1,2, 5b
He PRAYS to God on behalf of his children. 

      #5 – The COMPASSIONATE  father of the Prodigal son.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him…. ‘Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’       - Luke 15:20, 23,24
He is AFFECTIONATE with his kids and CELEBRATES when they turn towards God. 
III. HOW ABOUT YOU DAD? – To improve my fathering I must. . . . 
