The Cure For Bitterness
15 "See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled…." Hebrews 12:15
I.
The Power Available To Avoid Bitterness

A.
God and His grace are the POWER SOURCE.

B.
We do not deny the FACT or FEELINGS of being hurt.

C.
We must acknowledge the truth that there is A WAY OUT.

"…and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."      John 8:32 

D.
Bitterness is BONDAGE.
II.
The Cure Available For Bitterness

A.
The only remedy for bitterness is FORGIVENESS. 


31 "Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all 
malice. 32And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven you."      Ephesians 4:31-32 

B.
The New Testament defines forgiveness by two words.


1.
Forgiveness (charidzomai) means to give SOMETHING that is UNDESERVED. 



2.
Forgiveness (aphiemi) means to STOP HOLDING on to a wrong done against you.


C.
Forgiveness (like bitterness) is a CHOICE.



1.
"I can't forgive" really means "I WON'T forgive".



2.
Forgiveness does not TOLERATE SIN.

III.
Bitterness Builds Walls

A.
A Christian's relationship with God is DEPENDENT on his relationship with others.


"'And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.'"      Matthew 6:12 

B.
Refusing to forgive, BUILDS a WALL between you and God.

14 " For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 "But if 
you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions."      Matthew 6:14-15 

C.
Forgiveness is a SUPERNATURAL act.















