Run Baby Run
1 "Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. 4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin…"     Hebrews 12:1-4 
I.
The Primary Exhortation: RUN WITH ENDURANCE  (vs. 1c)

II.
Four Directives That Help Us Become Peak-Performers

A.
Others have DONE IT, SO CAN you. (vs. 1a)


1.
The "cloud of witnesses" are the people of FAITH from CHAPTER 11 and…



2.
The witnesses are not SPECTATORS but SUCCESSFUL runners.

B.
LIGHTEN your LOAD. (vs. 1b)


1.
An "encumbrance" is not wrong in itself, but it HOLDS YOU BACK.



2.
We must practice daily SELF-EVALUATION.


C.
Look to Jesus for STRENGTH and MOTIVATION. (vs. 2)



1.
He is the CREATOR and SUSTAINER of our faith.



2.
He looked to the FINISH LINE.


D.
Have proper EXPECTATIONS. (vs. 3-4)



1.
If Jesus SUFFERED HOSTILITIES, do you think you won't have to?.
















