Faith Guarantees Victory
32 "And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34  quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight."

35  "Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground."     Hebrews 11:32-38 
I.
Without FAITH It Is IMPOSSIBLE To PLEASE God!

II.
There Are Two Groups Of People In This Passage

A.
Those who are DELIVERED. (32-35a)

B.
Those who are NOT DELIVERED. (35b-38)

C.
Which group do you want to be in?



*
Who decides?     Answer: GOD
III.
God Works Through FAITH To Bring Deliverance (32-35a)
IV.
God Works Through FAITH To SUSTAIN His People Through Suffering (35b-38)


A.
All suffering is RECEIVED and ENDURED by faith.

B.
God does the miraculous to deliver, BUT NOT ALWAYS. (vs. 34 -37)


1.
Faith is not the DETERMINER of whether I am delivered or not; GOD IS!


2.
Faith is NO GUARANTEE against suffering and pain.



*
Suffering does not mean you are under GOD'S DISAPPROVAL.

V.
The Common Element In The Faith Of Both Groups

A.
God Himself is better than ANYTHING.

B.
Faith believes that even after the LOSS of LIFE, there is a BETTER LIFE.


C.
Faith guarantees SPIRITUAL VICTORY.















