Faith Looks Towards Home
9 "By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10 for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God."     Hebrews 11:9-10 

 13 "All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. 15 And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them."     Hebrews 11:13-16 

20 "By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even regarding things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the exodus of the sons of Israel, and gave orders concerning his bones."     Hebrews 11:20-22 

I.
The Patriarchs

A.
God's promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.


1.
To POSSESS the land of Canaan.



2.
To BECOME a GREAT NATION from his descendants.



3.
To be a BLESSING to the WORLD.


B.
They never saw the FULFILLMENT of these three.


1.
They never DOUBTED that the promises would COME TRUE.


C.
The promise emphasized in vs. 13-16 is to POSSESS THE LAND.



1.
They merely SAMPLED the land, but did not possess it.


2.
Joseph spent all his adult life in EGYPT.



3.
By the time of Joseph's death it had been about 200 years since God made these promises.
II.
The Patriarchs Looked For Something Better

A.
Their ULTIMATE HOME was not the Promised Land.

B.
Looking to ETERNITY keeps us from LOVING this world.

C.
God is PROUD of those who LONG for His eternal home.















