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Pastor Meredith

Encouraging

One

Working
together
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Happy summer everyone.
As the Beatles sang in
1969, neé. . it
l ong cold I o
| so much look forward to
nice weather and outdoor
events |ike
boating, fishing, Graham
Jam, VBS, and All
Church Campout. The
common theme to most
everything we do in the
summer is that we do it
together with family and
friends, the people that
we love the most.
Whether our goal is fel-
lowship with one another
or to reach out to our
community with the good
news of Jesus Christ, we
get to do it together and it
brings great joy to my
heart as | know it does to
yours.

Just like we have four
seasons every year, | am
reminded that we also
have different seasons of
this life that we live on
earth. Although we
would love to just have
summer all the time
(except for those that

donot Il i ke

ng G

t hyeur dorapéete truston

much), we also have to go our heavenly father.

througlp tBeaninters of life
Asemelly Mapy i quiecen:
gregation are going
through difficult times
fightraow, as wesal @ &@ts

Your faithfulness is a

ogreat encouragement to

all in our church family.
| also encourage every-

,one to pray for one an-

one time or another. There other and to come along

are those who are mourn-

side those who are going

ing the loss of a loved one, through difficulty and

those who are out of work
and going through very
difficult financial times,
those who are going
through difficulty in their
marriage, or with other re-

hurting to pick them up
and help them through.

But encourag®nean-
otherday after day, as
long as it is still called

lationships, and those who "Today," so that none of
are also going through the you will be hardened by

difficulty of physical ill-
ness.

Proverbs 3:

and lean not on your own

the deceitfulness of sin.
Heb 3:13

5 Asdjystsncéis@yow st " i n
the Lord with all your heart we r e

wonderimng

€
song is fAHere c
E

understandi ngsouno Whraotm a h.e
great encouraging verse to Abby Road album that
remind us of the wonderful came out in 1969. | was

Father in heaven that we
have and can put our full
trustin. |1 want to say

thank you to the many who

I know have gone through

and are now going through

great adversity and hard-
ship, but continue to put

5 years old.

T ogether Everyone Accomplishes M ore
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\i—‘ Youth Pastor Jon

Obedience

2 Samuel 11:1 opens with a seemingly This time David remained behind
harmless statement that | am reflecting on when spring came. Perhaps he was
this morning as | wr it eworndul fihe polntas tatSamuelg, at t
time when kings go off to war... But David was indicating that something was
remained in Jerusal em. notrightbeforeanysinwascom-

mitted.
We are now into summer and typically this is
a time when some of you take a vacation Here is the connection with us. We
and others have time off from work and remain focused by living in daily
school and still others continue on with your obedience. Often our lives may not
normal schedule, but have much longer seem so exciting and you may wish
days to work with. For many, it is a time to for fAgreener pastureso.
relax when the intensity of the year slows for whether you are a senior citizen or
a season. child you have been given responsi-

bilities for each day. Some exam-
As a boy, the biblical character David was ples are school, work, parenting,
mostly presented as a hero and | thought of obeying parents, keeping your
him only that way. As | grew and read the home running, and relationships.
Bible more and more | realized he was a God is the one who has given us
normal man who God did extraordinary these responsibilities and we get to
things through... and also a sinner in need of live them out for the glory of God or
God. Satan.
The verse above indicates that normally We also have opportunities to grow
David would have done things differently. in our relationship with God. If we
He would have gone out into battle leading neglect meeting together with other
his men with a mix of determination and to- Christians, reading the Bible,
tal reliance on God. He would have been prayer, and other aspects of our
focused and not let up until God had indi- growth in Christ we grow distant
cated victory or failure. For the Israelites, from God and open to A\
victory and failure in war was directly con- passes beffForroem utshoe. r oo f
nected with obedience to God. top he saw a woman bat!l

Cont on page 4
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Obedience continued

Certainly God wants us to rest. Exodus 34:21 " Six days you shall labor, but on the
seventh day you shall rest; even during the plowing season and harvest you must

rest.o From the beginning he set up a
That is why we choose a day (Sunday) to rest and worship him.

As you enjoy your summer may your relationship with God not grow idle even if you
remain in your Jerusalem. May you delight in your work as well as your rest. May you
live your intense moments as well as your relaxing ones for the Lord.

Make it a great summer!

Pastor Jon

day

GRAPEVINE
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What a pleasure it is to introduce you to this
focus family, Mark and Julee Richards. Mark
and Julee went to high school together in
Stonewood, West Virginia. They got married
21 years ago. They have one daughter, Ci-
erra, who is 13 years old. Both Mark and
Julee have fond memories of spending time
with family during their childhoods. Mark
also remembers fishing on the creek next to
his home as a child. Fishing is still his favor-
ite thing to do. They both grew up knowing
the Lord and learning about God through
their family members. Although Mark knew
the Lord, he didnoét
Him until a true friend helped him to under-

(R \hig favgrite,verse is Remans 838

Focus Family

The Richards

It was Cierra who brought them to GEBC.

They started by bringing her to AWANAS

more than eight years ago. They both enjoy

the clear, trutHilled teaching from Pastor

Jim and the fellowship of other believers at

GEBC. They are involved in lots of minis-

tries at the church including AWANAS, ush-

ers, communion, Graham Jam, security, mis-
sions, harvest party, VBSE
the blood drive. Markos f
ter is Daniel. His favorite book is Romans

wi t h

Jul eebs favorite bible ch

stand the true need for a personal connection her courage to face the King and help save

with his savior. Jul && pedplePHemfaorite bodkdof thielbible is

mot hero6s father) showgdyhemhsthecaxamrlie 9fs &
manwhodevotedhlsllfetoth_e.Lor_dJesus every question or situat.i
and she made a personal decision in college . .

to accept Jesus as her savior. After college she f|_nds herse_lf overreacting t‘? a problem or

Julee seffishly turned her back on the Lord situation she thinks of her favorite verse

because she thought she knew a better way. Which is Philippians 4:G.

After keeping Jesus at armoéos | ength, she 1is
very thankful for grace, everlasting love, and

maturity for opening her eyes to the one

truth. She knows that she needs Jesus in

every part of her life. She says that Jesus is

Aino | onger patiently knocking at the door,

but in to stay forever. o0 What a great | egacy

and testimony they are passing on to their
child.

Cont. on page 6
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