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Youth Pastor

Jon Wimmer
For those who have families, Christmas is Herod Antipas did not have the scope of re-
often a time to gather, to miss, or to remem- sponsibility that his father had held, or the
Let ' s abdk V& gathgqto build closer relationships, accomplishments of which to boast. He in-
to anticipate the return of those who are herited his portion of
look at a missed because of distance, and to remem- when he died. After divorcing his first wife,
famlly whose ber those we love who have passed away. the Scriptures pick up the story of how he
And all the while the most important aspect then stole his brother
StOI'y, from the of this family time is remembrance of our condemned by John the Baptist for which
very start, was Savior’'s Birth. Let ' Johnwasimprisoned. Later, at the requestof f a m
on a collision whose story, from the very start, was on a his new wife’s daughte
course with the collision course with the Savior of the Baptist beheaded. It appeared that this one
] world! family had been given enormous opportuni-
Savior of the Herod, also known as Herod I or Herod the ties to be introduced to our Savior and under-
world! Great, reigned over Galilee and was known stand His place as the focal point of all his-
for his gigantic building projects in Jerusa- tory, and yet they missed their chance. Upon
lem and other parts of the world, including his arrest, Jesus was brought before Pontius
the rebuilding of the Second Temple in Je- Pilate for trial and he later handed him over
rusalem. Little did he know that the prophet to Herod Antipas, in whose territory Jesus
Jeremiah had already spoken of something had been active. His father had tried to exe-
more significant for which he would later cute Jesus as a boy and now he had the op-
be remembered. When the Magi came from portunity to condemn Jesus or set him free as
the east and reported that they had followed an adult. Instead, he sent him back to Pontius
the star and come to worship the one born Pilate to be dealt with passing up one final
Inside this issue: King of the Jews, Herod feared he would chance.
lose his throne. It was then that the words This Christmas whether you are alone or
Mission Report 2 of Jeremiah 31Thists w e havealarge family, you are either a follower
Christmas as a what the LORDsays:' A VvV Oi C e of Christ or someone else is on the throne of
. ' in Ramah, mourning and great weeping, your life (as was the case for both H(?rods?.
ocus Family 3 . . Wherever you find yourself as you sing Si-
Rachel weeping for her children and | .
. ent Night, you have an even greater opportu-
MOPS 4 refu31.ng to be comforted, because her nity than the Herods did to take advantage of
chil dr en aHer® hade@y M (yourencounter with the Christ Child. You
young male in the vicinity of Bethlehem have the entire story
3rd Grader 5

Explaining God

executed. God had other plans, however,
and warned Joseph to take his family to
safety prior to the attack. So this is the fam-
ily legacy left by Heod to his son, Herod
Antipas.

the Bible. You might accept him and worship
him as the
take of Herod Antipas and send Him away
into the sea of your holiday busyness for
someone else to handle.
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Is GEBC Missions Update
God
Happy Birthday Jesus! Is God calling you?
Callin Thank God for all of our mis-
9 6Tis the seas onsiopages andiqgiryiingressto go
awesome God, the King of kings where God has called them and the
You and Lord of lords. It has been quite great sacrifices they have made in do-
. . ing so. Thank you, the church body,
an amazing year. The Brinkley ; : g
n tamilv is back home safelv from or your consistent support in fulfilling
) 'y 1S bac ately the great commission.
serving in Niger. Melissa Meyer
has been serving in Kenya. The Mathew 28:19 T iGo t herefor e
Purviance family is continuing to make disciples of all the nations, bap-
serve in the Philippines and recently  tizing them in the name of the Father
received another year of funding. and the Son and the I
_ Rachael Staton served in China for
Continue t three months teaching English and Thank God for GEBC and all of
now she is finishing up her senior our Iea(_:lershlp. May God bless you
ray this holiday season.
p year of college.
Ha Birthday Jesus,
fOI' the .| Isaiah 6:8 i Then | heard a voice of PPy Y
Missionarigs the Lord, saying, The Mission Committee
AWhom shall I send, and who wil/l
go for us?o Then | said,
AHere am | . Send me! 0

~ Christmas when | was a child by Jon Wimmer
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When | was a child we had many Christmas traditions, but | really enjoyed moving around the
house to the various nativity sets that were in different rooms and playing with the characters in-
cluded in each. | would usually think about the Christmas story culminating in the birth of Jesus.
Then | would try arrange the characters in different formations and different poses if they could
be manipulated to do so. Finally, they would fight much like my army men and in the same
fashion there was always a one-on-one finale and I'm sorry to say the winner was not always
baby Jesus. Nonetheless, when all the holiday cheer was spread, all the memories made and
presents opened, the one thing that always remained in my heart and mind was Jesus. So |
suppose it was fitting that upon my return from Israel that | brought my parents an olive wood
hand-carved nativity which | purchased in the town of Bethlehem. To date (as far as | know), this
nativity has never participated in any battles!

Merry Christmas!
Pastor Jon
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Focus Family

| have the great pleasure of introducing you to Brian and Nicole Minihan. This family proudly announces to everyone
enters their home that they serve God. They have Joshuc
househol d, we wil/|l serve the Lord. 6 What an awesome pult

Growing up, Brian always knew about God and believed in Him, but did not have a personal relationship with Him.

When he started dating Nicole, he began attending church with her. Brian really enjoyed going to church and fisgening to Jit
messages. He then realized that he needed to ask Jesus into his heart and began a relationship with Him. In Aiagust of 200!
was baptized in Rife Lake during the GEBC campout. Nicole had the honor and privilege of baptizing him. Nicole &sked Jes
her heart at the age of 10 after attending a Bapysgoret <cf
to a catholic school and church and it was never emphasized to her that she needed to have a personal relationship with Ge
When she went to the new church, she started to | earn t
|l oving Father who wanted to have a personal rel atbhamnshi
tized at that same church shortly after.

They have been married for 5 ¥z years and have 4 children. Their children are Alyson (11 years old), Noah (8 years
Ethan (5 years old), and Lily (21 months old). Brian and Nicole met while they were in junior high school and tHeyngraduatec
Bet hel High School. Brian also has an Associateds ledegr ¢
received her Bachelords degree from the University of F
world, being a stay at home mom.

Brian moved to Washington 25 years ago from Virginia and Nicole moved here 17 years ago from Oconomowoc, Wi
consin. Nicole is the oldest of 3 siblings, while Brian is the youngest of 4 siblings. Brian has fond memories otavaiking ove
grandmads house after school when he was 7 or 8. She me
childhood memories are hiking and taking trips witght her
his family along for the ride.

Nicole began attending GEBC with her family when she was 14 and Brian began attending when they were dating. \

asked what they |li ke most about GEBC, they answered, OF
when we lived in Tacoma was and is Pastor Jim and his sermons. We also love the worship part of the service. The people
GEBC are wonderful and the kids programs are great! T

the Childrends Church. They are working hard to make ¢t}

Brian and Nicole really enjoy spending time as a f a
perfect vacation would be taking the kids to the Great Wolf Lodge for a few days. They also like to go out to ezdltalicole lov
ian food and could eat at Olive Garden every day. Nicole is a stay at home wife and mother who loves to shop wien she ge
chance. If Brian is home to give her some time off, she likes to take it easy and maybe take a nap. Brian enjoy®hibalays off
gets to sit back, relax, and not have to do anything or go anywhere. Nicole loves to read anything except truearime stuff. B
|l oves to read old comic books. Brian |ikes vanil blae bear
chip ice cream and 0A Few Good Menbé.

| hope that you enjoyed reading about Brian and Nicole Minihan. When you see them at church, thank them for bein
such an inspirational family. Al so, if you are hubking
during first service!

By Trish Richardson
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MOPS

What is MOPS?MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers, a program designed to nurture mothers with chilffren
from infancy through kindergarten. MOPS recognizes that these years are foundational in admitdhretation-

ship and are filled with unique needs. Over 4,000 MOPS groups meet throughout the world, with over 200 in Wash-
ington alone, and 96 in other countries. l'tds exdli ti
the same stage of life. There are varying ages and backgrounds, all sharing the sdimi® desiiee best moms

they can be!

MOPS International exists to encourage, equip, and develop every mother of preschoolers to
realize her potential as a woman, mother, and leader in the name of Jesus Christ.

This is a mommyds play group, run by moms for S .
to enjoy a hot breakfast and muaokeded time out. Our meetings are designed to provide opportunities to rek
while the children are being cared for, make new friends, enjoy adult conversation, learn a new skill or craffll hear
guest speakers, and be involved in group discussions on topics of interest to mothers of preschoolers.

So why MOPS? We have MOPS because when you become a mom, whether first or fifth time, young or|fthirty
something, married or divorcaslhatever the circumstancesothers are in need of guidance, support, affirmatio

and most importantly friendships. We have MOPS for the woman deep irppdsim depression, struggling to

keep her head above water; for the military mother of four children whose husband is deployed overseas for|f year;
for the mother whose husband just | eft her and eds
no family support:; for the mom considering | eaviflg
templating suicide; for the mother whods never ar d

t hat itds not about what we do, itds that we t o
can |l ove and befriend another mo m, and be the 1id|ht

This journey of motherhood is filled with trials, tears, joys, and rewards, and the friendships and community hefg at
MOPS will encourage and equip these beautiful women to be the best mothers they can be. Attendance this yfiar has
reached 83 women from all around our community. We thank our pastors and church family for their continueg
support of this ministry and ask for your continued prayer.

oélLet (our) light shine before men, that they [Imay

"Pray that the Lord your God will tell us where we should go and what we should do."” Jeremiahji42:3

Blessings,

Kristina Linkem
Co-Coordinator
GEBC MOPS
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A 3rd Grader explaining God!

"One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die so
there will be enough people to take care of things on earth.”

"He doesn't make grown -ups, just babies. | think because they are smaller and easier to
make. That way, He doesn't have to take up His valuable time teaching them to talk and
walk, He can just leave that to mothers and fathers."”

"God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on,
since some people, like preachers and things, pray at times besides bedtime."

"God doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because He hears
everything there must be a terrible lot of noise in His ears, unless He has thought of a way
to turn it off."

"God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty
busy. So you shouldn't go wasting His time by going over your mom and dad's head
asking for something they said you couldn't have."

"Atheists are people who don't believe in God. | don't think there are any in Chula Vista.
At least there aren't any who come to our church.”

"Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work like walking on water and performing
miracles and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. They finally
got tired of Him preaching to them and they crucified Him."

"But He was good and kind like His Father and He told His Father that they didn't know
what they were doing and to forgive them and God said OK. His Dad (God) appreciated
everything that He had done and all His hard work on earth so He told Him He didn't have
to go out on the road anymore, He could stay in heaven. So He did."

"And now He helps His Dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are
important for God to take care of and which ones He can take care of Himself without
having to bother God. Like a secretary only more important.”

"You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to hear you because they got it worked
out so one of them is on duty all the times."

"You should always go to Church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's
anybody you want to make happy, it's God."

"Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach.

This is wrong! And, besides, the sun doesn't come out at the beach until noon anyway."
"If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because
your parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp, but God can."”

"It is good to know He's around you when you're scared in the dark or when you can't
swim very good and you get thrown into real deep water by big kids."

"But you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. | figure God put me here
and He can take me back anytime He pleases."

"And that's why | believe in God."

by Danny Dutton, age 8, from Chula Vista, California, for his third grade homework
assignment to "Explain God."
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