Religious Peril Or Spiritual Opportunities
I. 
Foundation Truths -  John 17:3-6, John 5:30, Hebrews 13:8

*
Definition of Eternal Life 











*
Jesus’ Mission 












*
Jesus’ Initiative 












*
Jesus’ Trust 













*
Jesus’ Consistency 











II.
Jesus Walking In The Light Is A Messy Conflicted Circumstance - John 8:2-11

How did the Pharisees see the woman? How did the Father see the woman?

Religious Peril Results In:
Spiritual Opportunities Results In:


* Perilous position
* Place of Safety


* Judgment and Condemnation
* Forgiveness, no condemnation


* Guilt
* Mercy and Grace


* End of Life
* New Beginning


* Past is used to stop the future
* Past is a platform for the future


* Disgrace, dishonor
* Identified with sinners


* Shame, pull us down
* Bestow honor, lifts us up


Religious bullies can use the word to beat others up.


Three Purposes For The Law:   


1. 



2. 



3. 



The Law can make no one righteous.


Choice: See God, ourselves and others through the lens of:


1. 



2. 


III.
Bringing It Home


Action Points:


*
Adopt the Appropriate Mission 





*
Accept the Opportunities 












*
Embrace God’s Perspective 











*
Often This Might Look Like 











Context: Sometimes God’s significant opportunities come dressed in the clothes of messy circumstances.


Other lenses that can distort our perspective of our Heavenly Father:

1.
Good father


2.
Performance father - acceptance or perceived acceptance is based on a level of 




performance in a certain area. “To be accepted and loved I have to measure up.”


3.
Passive father - Lie - God is not concerned about me. He is consumed with his 




hobbies, interests, etc.


4.
Absent father is not there for me. “If God is anything like my dad I don’t want to have 



anything to do with Him.”


5.
Authoritarian father


6.
Abusive father


7.
Combination of those listed above


* Invite the Holy Spirit to reveal lies we have believed about God and repent and embrace the truth.















