Unforgiveness Breaks Our Fellowship With God
I. 
God Is A Forgiving God

“But Thou art a God of forgiveness, Gracious and compassionate, Slow to anger, and abounding in 
lovingkindness...”     Nehemiah 9:17 


A. 
Jesus MODELED forgiveness when EXPERIENCING excruciating physical and emotional pain.

“But Jesus was saying, " Father, forgive them…”     Luke 23:34a


“And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven you.”     Ephesians 4:32 

*
Excuses



“See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing 



up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled…”     Hebrews 12:15 

B.
The first MARTYR gave forgiveness to his MURDERERS.

“And falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them!" And 
having said this, he fell asleep.”     Acts 7:60 

C.
Forgiveness is a decision to RELEASE a PERSON from the debt that resulted when they 


WRONGED you.
II.
God Commands His Children To Be Forgivers

9 " Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. 10 ' Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 11 ' Give us this day our daily bread. 12 'And forgive us our 
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 'And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.]'

 14 " For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 "But if 
you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.”     Matthew 6:9-15 


A.
The believer’s relationship with God is DEPENDENT on his relationship with OTHERS. (vs. 12)

B.
In verse 14-15 Jesus AMPLIFIES verse 12.


1.
This refers to BROKEN FELLOWSHIP with God, not loss of salvation.


2.
To ask God for what we refuse to do is an INSULT.



3.
We BUILD a WALL between God and us when we refuse to forgive.


C.
Forgiveness is a CHOICE.



1.
Forgiveness comes in two parts:




Part One: 
“The POINT of Forgiveness” :  I CHOOSE TO FORGIVE YOU.



Part Two:
“The PROCESS of Forgiveness” :  
I WILL TREAT YOU AS THOUGHT IT 





NEVER HAPPENED.















