The Keeping Power Of God
(The Perseverance of the Saints) (Eternal Security)
I.
Possessing Eternal Life

A.
A Crucial Question: Who does the saving?



1.
If man EARNS his own salvation, then HE CAN lose it. (Ephesians 2:1; 8-9)



2.
If God GIVES salvation as a GIFT, He DOES NOT take it back. (Philippians 1:6)


B.
The Christian is saved by what Christ HAS DONE. (Romans 5:1; 8:1-3)

C. 
At the moment of FAITH in Christ, the Christian POSSESSES eternal life. (John 5:24)

D.
The Christian has the PERMANENT SEAL of the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 1:13-14)


E.
The Christian is KEPT SECURE by God. (John 10:27-29)

II.
Definition of The Perseverance of The Believer

A.
It means that a true Christian is saved form his sin forever secured BY GOD.

B.
It means that a true Christian empowered by God’s GRACE will PERSEVERE in trusting Christ.


1.
The basis of security is GOD’S POWER, not MAN’S EFFORT. (I Peter 1:3-5)


2. 
God’s GRACE ENABLES the Christian to continue to persevere.


C.
It does not mean a true Christian cannot slip into TIMES of SIN (backsliding).

D.
It means ONLY THOSE who persevere to the end have been truly BORN AGAIN. 



(Colossians 1:21-23; John 8:30-31)
III.
The Assurance of Salvation


A.
Am I CURRENTLY TRUSTING in Christ for salvation? (Colossians 1:23; Hebrews 6:12)


B.
Is there EVIDENCE of my salvation and the WORK of the Holy Spirit in my life? 


(Romans 8:15-16; Galatians 5:22-23; I John 4:6; John 14:15)


C. Is there long-term PATTERN of GROWTH in my Christian life? (II Peter 1:5-11)















