Repentance Brings Us Into Communion With God
12  “Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”       Hebrews 3:12-13 
I.
This Is A Warning Against Unbelief

A.
Unbelief is SYNONYMOUS with hardness of heart.

B.
Unbelief is to KNOW something and not ACT upon it.

II.
Two Commands

A.
Use DISCERNMENT to make sure you are trusting God. (“take care” vs. 12)


1.
This is a 24-7 command.


2.
LACK of discernment leads us AWAY from God.

B.
Join OTHERS and CHALLENGE them to trust God. (“encourage one another” vs.13)


1.
The ISOLATED Christian will not AVOID a hardened heart.



2.
This is a TWO-WAY responsibility.

III.
Our Heart Hardens When We Believe Sin’s Lies

A.
Some lies that sin tells us:


1.
Sin is not our BIGGEST problem.


2.
Sin is really PASSIVE or NEUTRAL.



3.
Sin is HARMLESS.


4.
Sin brings much PLEASURE.



5.
Sin can be HIDDEN.



6.
Sin can be BLAMED on someone or something else.


B.
Real repentance involves:



1.
An ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of my sin.



2.
A DEEP GRIEF over my sin.



3.
A HATRED for my sin.



4.
A COMMITMENT to not REPEAT it.















