Communion is Deadly Serious
I.
A Sin Leading To Death 
11 “And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 12  He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. 

13  These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. 16 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make request for this. 17  All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death.”    I John 5:11-17

A. 
This passage addresses CHRISTIANS.

B. 
“Death” is referring to PHYSICAL death.

C.
This “Sin” is not SPECIFIC and IDENTIFIABLE.


1.
The “sin leading to death” is any sin that the Lord determines is ENOUGH and it has 




COMPROMISED God’s glory.



2.
God DETERMINES that it is BETTER to bring this sinning Christian home.



3.
The true Christian will persevere to the end, EXCEPT in this case.


D.
Does God really take the life of a sinning Christian? Answer: YES

1.
This is God’s DECISION and we do not KNOW His MIND.


* God decrees CHURCH DISCIPLINE for a man in an incestuous relationship (I Corinthians 5)


* God’s decrees DEATH for a couple who tell a LIE. (Acts 5)

II.    God’s Discipline For Wrongly Taking Communion
27  “Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged.”   
I Corinthians 11:27-31

A.
 Some were taking Communion in an unworthy manner (vs. 27)


1. We are guilty of this when:



* We do not UNDERSTAND the MEANING of Communion.




* We do not take a close look at our MOTIVES and BEHAVIORS.



* Our repentance is SHALLOW and does not result in REAL CHANGE

B.
If we are not REAL with God then we EXPOSE ourselves to His discipline.
